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THE ROTARY READER 

Today’s Guest Speaker: David Bowman, Founder  
Partners for Compassionate Care 

Mr. David Bowman, founder of Part-
ners for Compassionate Care will 
share with us his vision to see the 
development of a Christ-centered sur-
gical hospital and training center lo-
cated in the Bor area of southern Su-
dan, through which they will save 
lives, while at the same time provide 
eternal hope to all who enter its 
doors.   
 
Mr. Bowman, a life long resident of 
Grand Rapids Michigan, retired from 
the Dental Laboratory industry in July 
2000.  He began his work experience 
as  a  Dental Technician  in 1957 and 
was trained in crown and bridge tech-
nology.  Mr. Bowman established 
Centric Laboratories, a dental labora-
tory,  in 1984, which grew to 15 em-
ployees.   Due to serious health re-
lated problems, in July 2000 he 
turned over the day to day operations 
to his son and son-in-law whom he 
trained in the business. 
 
In December 2000, he took on the 
responsibility of being a Dad to five 
(5)  17 year old Sudanese Orphan 
boys (Lost Boys) to help them learn 
American culture; spending as many 
as 40-50 hours a week with them 
when they first arrived.  Mr. Bowman 
brought Bishop Nathaniel Grand to 
Grand Rapids, Michigan in March 
2003, who had taught the boys the 
Word of God when they were chil-
dren, so they could reconnect with 
him.   

In November 2003 Mr. Bowman 
founded the Non-Profit Corporation, 
Partners in Compassionate Care.  In 
January 2004, along with 8 other indi-
viduals,  he went to Sudan to make 
an assessment for building a hospital.  
The hospital will be built in the Bor 
area of southern Sudan, the very area 
where the war started 22 years ago; 
and also where 65-75% of all of the 
Lost Boys are from.   
 
Mr. Bowman has held various leader-
ship positions in his  church such as 
Bible School Superintendent, Chair-
man of Christian Education and Trus-
tee Board.  He is a member of the 
Sunrise Rotary Club in District 6290 
and wholeheartedly supports the 
motto of “Service above Self”. 
 
Mr. Bowman has been married to his 
wife Nancy Elkins for nearly 49 years 
and they have  5 children ages 29-47 
(3 boys and 2 girls) and 11 Grandchil-
dren. 



    Happy  Birthday! 

Scooter Policy: If you leave prior to the completion of 
the program, you will be fined $5.00 under the 
scooter policy.  Make sure you leave your badge on 
Rhonda’s table if you leave early! 

 
 
FEBRUARY 22, 2006 

Welcome Rotarians and Guests! 
We’re glad to have you join us. 

NEIGHBORING CLUBS 
Don’t forget that you can makeup a missed meeting at a neighboring 
club. They include: 
 
Crestview: Wednesday noon, Holiday Inn 

DeFuniak Springs: Wednesday 7:30 a.m., McLain’s Family Steak 
House 

Mid-Bay: Wednesday 7 a.m., Bluewater Bay Golf Club 

Navarre: Thursday noon, Cocodries 

Niceville: Thursday noon, OWCC Bld. K 

South Walton: Thursday 7:30 a.m., Embassy Suites 

Destin: Tuesday 7:15 a.m. Rutherford's at Regatta Bay 

For more locations, visit our district Web site at: 
www.rotary6940.org.  You can also do an online makeup at the 

Joe Brewster  February 22 
Ford Favre  February 23 
 

ATTENDANCE:  65.52% 
Visiting Rotarians 
Dick Gillman  Rittman, Ohio 
Doug Hill  Dartmouth, NS, Canada 
Larry Leese  Oakwood, OH 
Dan Ratley  Mt. Shasta, CA 
Judy Ratley  Dunsmuir, CA 
Bob Ryken  Bettendorf, IA 

 
Guests of Rotarians 
Rotarian  Guest 
Sallie Hardy  Felice Brown   
Wes Little  Susan Shaw   
  

Makeups  
Nitsi Bennett (2)  eClub 
Jim Curry  Crestview 
Jim Davis (2)   Destin, eClub 
Mary Plummer  Niceville-Valp 
Ted Rahe  eClub 
Joe Brewster  Pensacola North 

Here’s what you missed if you weren’t  
at our last meeting ...  
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THE ROTARY READER 

ROTARY FOUR WAY TEST 

1) Is it the truth? 

2) Is it fair to all concerned? 
3) Will it build goodwill and better 

friendships? 

4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

What Paul Harris Said… 

“Rotary has satisfactorily dem-
onstrated the fact that friendship 
can easily hurdle national and 
religious boundary lines." 

     
Paul P. Harris 

Page 61  
From “This Rotary Age” 

1935 



THIS DAY  
IN HISTORY… 

1995 — Steve Fos-
sett completes 1st 
air balloon over Pa-
cific Ocean (9600 
km)  

1988 — Bonnie 
Blair skates world 
record 500m (39.10 
sec)  

1963- Beatles begin 
their own music 
publishing company 
(Northern Songs)  

1959 -1st Daytona 
500 auto race-Lee 
Petty wins (135.521 
MPH)  

From stamp collecting to ballroom 
dancing, the interests of Rotarians 
are as diverse as the membership 
itself. Yet, among the more than 1.2 
million Rotarians worldwide, an ama-
teur-radio enthusiast or a chess 
player is bound to find others who 
share the same passions.  
 
But Rotary Fellowship members share 
more than just their common interest 
in sport diving, golf, fishing, or scout-
ing; they share an interest in fellow-
ship and service and in promoting 
world understanding. As such, it’s no 
wonder that the International Skiing 
Fellowship of Rotarians donates the 
profits from ski events to The Rotary 
Foundation or that the Flying Rotari-
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Do You Know...Rotary provides fellowship opportunities? 

ROTARY READING PROGRAM 

Take part and make a Difference !!! 
Community Service Chair Kathy Pritchard is coor-
dinating our community service reading project at 
area schools. The reading project involves a 
commitment from Rotarians of a minimum of 
thirty minutes a week to participate in read-
ing to children in elementary schools; by do-
ing so you help to improve their reading skills and 
give them a gift that lasts a lifetime.  

Our Rotary Club has committed to Ocean City 
Elementary and Edwins Elementary Schools 
to provide mentoring for their needy stu-
dents in reading. Edwins Elementary School has 
specific times and children that very much need 
our assistance while Ocean City, which has 75% 
of the student body that live at poverty levels, is 
in need any time between 8:30 and 2:30. Both 
schools will require  an affidavit which is 
available on the Fort Walton Beach Rotary 

Club Website at www.fortwaltonrotary.org 
or at  Rhonda’s desk.  You need to complete the 
affidavit and bring it to the school on your first 
visit. No finger printing is necessary.  

 

THE TIME TO ACT IS NOW… 
take part and make a DIFFERENCE!   

 School Contacts: 
 
Ocean City:  Marilyn   833-3556 
720 Essex Rd.  
 
Edwins Elementary: Linda Johnson    833-3333 
7 Wright Pkwy. 
 
Kathy offers her thanks for your willing participa-
tion; call her with questions at 244-9900 or email 
her at Kathy@beachcommunitybank.com. 

ans help ferry medical personnel 
and supplies. 
  
Rotary Fellowships also unite Ro-
tarians who have shared profes-
sional interest in such fields as arts 
and communication and finance/
banking. Members exchange tech-
nical information and seek opportu-
nities to employ their expertise in 
service not just to their own com-
munities and countries, but to their 
professions as well. Rotary Fellow-
ships is merely another benefit of 
Rotary!   

 
 

Source:  ABCs of Rotary from former RI President 
Cliff Dochterman 
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- ROTARY ROSTER  


