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ROTARY SHARES , /s

We are pleased to welcome today’s guest
speaker, Jeff Scroggins, Director of the
Okaloosa County Schools CHOICE Insti-
tute.

In 2001 he was called by current Florida
Senator and then Okaloosa Schools Super-
intendent, Don Gaetz, to help lead Oka-
loosa Schools in becoming the highest per-
forming school system in Florida in 2003,
2004, 2005, and 2006. With 20 years of
experience in education and private busi-
ness in Okaloosa County, Jeff Scroggins is
a proven leader. He was an integral part
of the administrative team that helped
Okaloosa Schools and students attain a
record of academic achievement no other
county has equaled. His district admini-
stration duties included roles as athletic
director, crisis management director, disci-
pline director, as well as alternative
schools oversight and school accountabil-
ity. He spent three years in the Office of
Quality Assurance and Curriculum.

Beginning in 2004 he was chosen to lead
the directorship of the Community High-
Okaloosa Institutes for Career Education
(CHOICE) program. CHOICE is a series of
career technical institutes operated within
the Okaloosa County School District
through a partnership with the Workforce
Development Board of Okaloosa and
Walton County. The CHOICE program op-
erates Institutes in the fields of Aerospace,
Information Technology, Construction
Technology, Creative Arts, and Health Sci-
ences. Students enrolled in CHOICE earn
national industry certifications, high school
credit, and university credits all at the
same time with absolutely no cost to the
student.

Your CHOICE.

Your career. Your future.

CHOICE has won many accolades including
comments from Former Lieutenant Gover-
nor Toni Jennings and former Florida Edu-
cation Commissioner John Winn who have
praised the CHOICE Institutes as a model
for all of Florida to follow in career techni-
cal education. In November, 2004,
CHOICE Institutes were awarded the State
Workforce Development Board Senator
George Kirkpatrick award. Most recently,
the United States Department of Labor has
labeled CHOICE the national model for ca-
reer education in its “wired” grant initia-
tive.

Jeff, along with a talented CHOICE team,
has led the program to produce in excess
of $11,000,000 in training, scholarships
and tuition in just its third year of exis-
tence where enrollment has eclipsed the
2,000 student mark.

Jeff was born and raised in Fort Walton
Beach, Florida and graduated from Florida
State University in 1986. He is married to
Doris Scroggins of Fort Walton Beach.

Jeff and Doris have two children, Eileen
and CJ. Eileen, a graduate of Florida State
University and Florida Coastal School of
law is beginning her first year of employ-
ment as an attorney in Jacksonville, Flor-
ida. CJ is a ninth grader at Fort Walton
Beach High School where he excels at aca-
demics and is a quarterback on the
school’s freshman football team. g
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- Programs
éi\ Capt. Michael Frasco— "Why
Bt AUGUST 1, 2007 We Serve”

Welcome Rotarians and Guests!

, .. Sherry Currow— Group Study
We're glad to have you join us. Exchange District 6940 Rep.

Scooter Policy: Members, If you leave prior to the
completion of the program, you will be fined $5.00 under

the scooter policy. Please leave your badge on Carole’s WHAT PAUL HARRIS SAID

table if you leave early!
"I like to think that the pioneering days of Rotary

have just begun. What’s 40 years in the life of a great
Movement? There are just as many new things to be
- | done as ever there were. Kaleidoscopic changes are

MEETING STATS — 7/25/07 taking place, many of them without our will. Even to

hang to the fringe of this fast-changing world is about
all most of us can do. Rotary must simply continue to

ATTENDANCE: 68.30% pioneer or be left in the rear of progress.”
Paul Harris
Visiting Rotarians: The Rotarian 1945
None
Guests of Rotarians: _ Proposed for Membership
Guest Rotarian : -
None Second Publication
Prospective Rotarian: John S. Mead
Occupation: Attorney with Michael Wm. Mead,
Makeups: P A
Gerry Chalker Jason Clark Proposed by: Larry Hipsh
Charlie Davis Ralph Fallin
Phili Miceli Jan Pool Prospective Rotarian: Robert D. Bohnsack
flippe Micel an rooley Occupation: Pastor at First Presbyterian Church
Kathy Pritchard Joe Raines x 2 of Fort Walton Beach
Joyce Shanahan x 2 Rick Stevens Proposegt K hied Prypr
Joel Unger x 2 Prospective Rotarian: Melissa O. Neal

Occupation: Associate Director of UWF’'s Haas
Center (Economic Development and Research)
Proposed by: Debbie Bodenstine

;‘&’fﬁ Happy August Birthday! . . . . . .

Roger Peadro 09 Chad Hamilton 17 ROTARY EOUR WAY TEST
Jim Curry 22 Dan Nelson 23 _
1) Isitthe truth?

Rudy Hill 25 Ted Rahe 26
2) Is it fair to all concerned?

Debbie Bodenstine 29
3) Will it build goodwill and better friendships?
4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned?
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Focus on Membership — A Message from RI President Wilfrid J. Wilkinson

Dear fellow Rotarians,

In Rotary, August is the month we set aside to focus on
membership. It's appropriate that this time occurs at the
beginning of the Rotary year, because everything that
happens in Rotary begins with membership.

When | speak at Rotary gatherings, | often tell the story
of how | was invited into the organization. | was new in
my town of Trenton, Ont., Canada, and my wife, Joan,
and | hadn't yet met many people. We were active in our
church and in the Boy Scouts, so it probably would have
just been a matter of time before we were asked to join a

service group. And as it happened, | was invited to a Ro-
tary club meeting.

Rotary seemed like a good place for someone like me to
meet like-minded people. | talked about it with Joan, and
we both thought it could lead to some new friends, and
possibly a good chance to do some worthwhile commu-
nity service. | thought | might even attract some new
clients to my fledgling accounting practice. So, when |
was invited to join, | did.

Now, 45 years later, that decision has shaped our lives. |
thought | was joining a club. Really, | was joining one
part of an organization that strengthens communities,
improves health, creates possibilities, saves lives, and
makes the world better in too many ways to count, every
single day.

The Rotarian August 2007

So many things I've seen as a Rotary leader have made
me proud to be a Rotarian. But | know that being proud
is not sufficient. We must share our pride with colleagues,
friends, and family members, and we must seek out
gualified men and women whom we'll be proud to see as
Rotarians.

A new generation of Rotarians is essential to every club,
and to Rotary. In some parts of the world, our clubs are
thriving, and new ones are forming. But in others, clubs
are aging and doing little to attract new members. As
members leave, there is no one to replace them - and
when a club disappears, there is no one to take on the
work that’s left undone.

All of us know that when we ask someone to join Rotary,
we are not imposing a burden. We are giving a gift. We
are sharing with another person the wonderful, amazing
force that is Rotary, just as Rotary Shares with us.

So | urge each of you, this very week, as proud Rotari-
ans, to share Rotary with a qualified individual. Submit
the name of at least one prospective member, and if ap-
proved, ask that person to join - just as someone did for
me, and just as someone did for you.

Wilfrid J. (Wilf) Wilkinson
President, Rotary International

What You Missed

Last Week...
At the last week's
meeting Julie
Hurst, executive
director of the
Children’s Advo-

The Mean Season —The Rotarian SEPT 2007

Niger, the world's poorest nation, sits on the edge of the
ever-encroaching Sahara desert. There’s only a thin strip
of fertile land here; the rest consists of rock, red dirt, or
desert sand.

Each year, Niger suffers a season of hunger, when all the
grain has been consumed but the harvest hasn’t come in

yet. And each year, the country slides even further into
poverty. In September 2005, a food crisis struck the vul-
nerable nation. Nearly a third of the country's 12 million
people faced starvation.

cacy Center up-
dated the Club on
the progress of
several capital projects that they
have undertaken. The CAC per-
forms a very valuable role to pro-
tect the abused children in our

One year later, the situation remains alarming, a visiting
UNICEF official reported. Most of the world has long since
moved on to other crises. But not Rotary. In 2005 -06, Ro-
tarians worldwide contributed more than US$700,000 for
humanitarian efforts in Niger, much of it for long -term,

community. Thank you CAC for sustainable aid that will end the annual cycle of hunger.
all you do Click here to view the photo essay.
Read more in the September issue of The Rotarian. The
Page 3 new issue of RVM: The Rotarian Video Magazine _ also fea-

tures Niger.




