
The Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach is celebrat ing 100 years of Rotary through service 
at home and abroad. From our Centennial Park Project to our t r ip to Peru, Fort Walton 
Beach Rotar ians are making a difference by applying the Four Way Test to the Things We 
Think, Do and Say. 
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THE ROTARY READER 

Today s Guest Speaker:  Jeffrey Rink 
Mattie Kelly Distinguished Endowed Teaching Chair in Music &   

Conducting at OWC and NFSO Conductor and Music Director  

Distr ict Governor s Gold Medal of Honor Aw ard W inner  2006-07 
Presidential Citation Award Winner  13th Consecutive Year 

Post Office Box  892 
Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549 

One of Boston's most 
visible and talented mu-
sicians has been selected 
to fill the Mattie Kelly 
Distinguished Endowed 
Teaching Chair in Music 
and Conducting at Oka-
loosa-Walton College and 
to lead the Northwest 
Florida Symphony Or-

chestra (NFSO) as the symphony s first 
full-time conductor and music director in 
its 20-year history. 

Jeffrey Rink was selected following a na-
tionwide search in which the finalists con-
ducted and worked with NFSO musicians 
in a rehearsal session and were inter-
viewed by a committee that included an 
orchestra musician, a symphony guild vol-
unteer, OWC music professors and others. 

Maestro Rink previously served as the Mu-
sic Director of Chorus pro Musica in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, and the Newton Sym-
phony Orchestra, Director of Orchestral 
Activities at the Longy School of Music, 
where he conducted the Longy Chamber 
Orchestra and was on the faculty of the 
University of Massachusetts 

 

Boston. He 
was Conductor of the New England Phil-
harmonic for eight years in which he won 
four ASCAP awards for adventuresome 
programming and commitment to new 
music.  

Rink officially began his duties at OWC 
July 1, but indicated that he has been en-
grossed in planning a superb opening sea-
son to kick-off the symphony s third dec-
ade on the Emerald Coast.  

Jeffrey Rink, also served as Concert Opera 
Boston's Music Director, and was one of 
Boston's most visible and talented musi-

cians. He has received much critical suc-
cess as an opera conductor.  

Mr. Rink was honored in 2005 by the New 
England Opera Club with the Jacopo Peri 
Award joining past winners such as Sarah 
Caldwell and Boris Goldovsky for his sig-
nificant contributions to the local opera 
scene, "This symphonic conductor is ac-
claimed for his innovative productions of 
concert operas." (New England Opera 
Club)  

In 2005 he led a critically acclaimed per-
formance of La Bohème with the Maryland 
Opera Institute. In 2001 he conducted 
highly successful performances of The 
Magic Flute in the New National Theatre, 
Tokyo.  

Mr. Rink has received high praise from 
The Boston Globe, The Boston Phoenix, 
The Washington Post, The New Yorker, El 
Economista in Mexico City, the Manila 
Standard, Switzerland s La Liberté and 
Poland s Glos Wybzreza and GazetaMor-
ska.  

Maestro Rink has traveled worldwide in a 
guest conductor capacity: the Baltic State 
Philharmonic in Gdansk, Poland, (the only 
American asked to participate in their mil-
lennium celebration), the Orquesta Sinfo-
nica de Monterrey in Mexico, and L'Or-
chestre de Sherbrooke of Quebec, Can-
ada.   

Other triumphant appearances include 
concerts with Metropolitan Opera soprano 
Barbara Kilduff in Asia, conducting L'Or-
chestre de Jeunes de Fribourg in Switzer-
land, the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra, the 
Telemann Chamber Orchestra and New 
Japan Philharmonic in Japan, and the Fi-
larmonica de Queretero and Carlos Chavez 
Symphony in Mexico.  

http://www.fortwaltonrotary.org


AUGUST 22, 2007 
Welcome Rotarians and Guests!  

We re glad to have you join us. 
Scooter Policy: Members, If you leave prior to the 
completion of the program, you will be fined $5.00 under 
the scooter policy.  Please leave your badge on Carole s 
table if you leave early! 

ATTENDANCE:  76.24% 
VISITING ROTARIANS 
John Goodrich - Natchez 
Mike Fransisco -  Destin   

GUESTS OF ROTARIANS  
Guest                     Rotarian

   

Rob Bohnsack         Fred Pryor 
Vickie Gaston         Mitzi Henley   

MAKEUPS: 
Nitsi Bennett x 2 1 eclub/1 Sound Park 
Debbie Bodenstine Sound Park 
Chad Hamilton  Rotary Sound Park Project 
Sallie Hardy  Rotary Sound Park Project  
Tom Hayes  eClub 
Jeff Hooton  eClub 
Dave Miller  eClub 
Dan Nelson  Rotary Sound Park Project 
Kathy Pritchard  Rotary Sound Park Project 
Joyce Shanahan  Rotary Sound Park Project 
Al Stearns  Rotary Sound Park Project 

MEETING STATS  8/22/07 
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THE ROTARY READER 

ROTARY FOUR WAY TEST

 

1) Is it the truth? 

2) Is it fair to all concerned? 

3) Will it build goodwill and better friendships? 

4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

Happy August Bir t hday! 

Roger Peadro  09 Chad Hamilton 17 
Jim Curry  22 Dan Nelson  23 
Rudy Hill  25 Ted Rahe  26 
Debbie Bodenstine 29    

Upcoming   
Programs  

   
 Sep     5 AFSOC Vice Commander  

Major Gen. Donny Wurster  

 Sep   12 Property Appraisal Review  
Hon. Pete Smith 

   
 Sep   19 All Sports Association  

Gene Smith, CHELCO  

 Sep  26 Human Trafficking   
George Collins, OCSO 

        

HELP NEEDED 

 COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS  

August 31st  Thesaurus Project  
Volunteers are needed to place the donation stick-
ers inside the books.  Work will begin @ 8:30 am 
at the First Christian Church.  Roger Peadro is the 
project chairman.  Sign up sheets are being circu-
lated.  Next week we will be circulating sign up 
sheets for those who wish to help distribute the 
books to each school.    

September 7th  Sound Park Project  
Volunteers are needed to complete the planting at 
the Rotary Sound Park.  Over 2,000 plants will be 
delivered for installation on Friday, September 7th.  
The work project will begin at 7:30 and continue  
through Saturday if necessary.  Nitsi Bennett is pro-
ject chairman.  Please contact her at Nitsdes-
tin@yahoo.com.   
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                             DISTRICT GOVERNOR WU VISITS CLUB

   

W e w er e h on o r ed t o r ece iv e a v is i t f r om Dist r ict Gov -
er n o r PC W u , w h o h ai l s f r om t h e Fiv e Flag s Ro t ar y 
Clu b in Pen saco la.  DG W u w as accom p an ied b y Assis-
t an t Gov er n o r f o r Ar ea 3 Dav id Rau ch f r om t h e Mid -
Bay Br id g e Ro t ar y Clu b .  Dist r i ct Gov er n o r W u g av e a 
d e l ig h t f u l l y en t er t a in in g sp eech an d w as w el l r ece iv ed 
by all members of our Rotary Club.    


