
The Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach is celebrat ing 100 years of Rotary through service 
at home and abroad. From our Centennial Park Project to our t r ip to Peru, Fort Walton 
Beach Rotar ians are making a difference by applying the Four Way Test to the Things We 
Think, Do and Say. 
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THE ROTARY READER 

Today s Guest Speaker:  J.E.  (Gene) Smith 
CEO Choctawhatchee Electric Cooperative 

Distr ict Governor s Gold Medal of Honor Aw ard W inner  2006-07 
Presidential Citation Award Winner  13th Consecutive Year 

Post Office Box  892 
Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549 

J. E. (Gene) 

Smith is 

currently 

Chief Ex-

ecutive Offi-

cer of Choc-

tawhatchee 

Electric Co-

operative, 

Inc., known as CHELCO, in DeFu-

niak Springs, Florida. He joined 

CHELCO in 1981 as General Man-

ager. He serves as President of 

CHELCO Services, Inc. (CSI), an af-

filiated, for-profit corporation. Smith 

is the President of the All Sports As-

sociation, and a member of Regions 

Bank Advisory Board and a member 

of the Sacred Heart on the Emerald 

Coast Board.  

Smith serves on the Executive 

Board and is past President  of the 

Okaloosa County (Florida) Economic 

Development Council, and former 

Trustee for Okaloosa-Walton Col-

lege, and an active Rotarian. He is 

past President for Okaloosa Walton 

United Way. He is a member of the 

Board of Directors of Florida s Great 

Northwest, a member of the De-

fense Support Initiative of Okaloosa 

County, and served as Vice Presi-

dent of the Mental Health Associa-

tion Board.  

Smith is also past President of the 

National Rural Utilities Cooperative 

Finance Corporation (CFC), past 

President of the National Coopera-

tive Service Corporation (NCSC) 

board, past Chairman of Alabama 

Electric Cooperative (AEC), past 

President of Florida Electric Coop-

erative Association (FECA), past 

Chairman of the National Food and 

Energy Council, and past President 

of the United Utility Supply Coop-

erative board.   

He graduated from Columbia Mili-

tary Academy, attended Athens Col-

lege and completed his education at 

University of Alabama.  

http://www.fortwaltonrotary.org


SEPTEMBER 19, 2007 
Welcome Rotarians and Guests!  

We re glad to have you join us. 
Scooter Policy: Members, If you leave prior to the 
completion of the program, you will be fined $5.00 under 
the scooter policy.  Please leave your badge on Carole s 
table if you leave early! 

ATTENDANCE:  76.92% 
Visiting Rotarian 
Jeff Hual, Gulf Breeze 
Warner Searls, Lancaster, OH   

Guests of Members 
Guest    Member 
Don Amunds   Forrest Townsend 
Mary Rahe   Ted Rahe 
Sabrina McLaughlin  Susan Shaw   

CHS Interact 
Chandler Riviezzo   Hunter Campbell   

Makeups: 
Nitsi Bennett - Park Prj  Jim Curry - eClub 
Charlie Davis - 2 x eClub Tony Gilligan - Park Prj 
Johnny Johnson - eClub  Desley Parker - Park Prj 
Kathy Pritchard - Park Prj Jonathan Ochs - Park Prj 
Natalie Simpson - Park Prj 

MEETING STATS  9/12/07 
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THE ROTARY READER 

ROTARY FOUR WAY TEST

 

1) Is it the truth? 

2) Is it fair to all concerned? 

3) Will it build goodwill and better friendships? 

4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

Happy Sept ember Bir t hday! 

 

02 Frank Brutt  02 Randy Stokes 

13 Ralph Fallin  20 Sandy Sims  

23 Karen Baker   25 Tom Abernethy 

27 Joe Raines   29 Charles West  

Upcoming   
Programs  

     
 Sep  26 Human Trafficking   

George Collins, OCSO  

 Oct    3    Economic Development  
Larry Sassano   

 Oct   10 American Red Cross  
Sheri Frost  

 Oct   17       Mental Health Assoc.  
Ginny Bar 

        

Niceville-Valp Rotary  
Club Golf Tournament  

Friday, October 12, 2007  
Our club has sponsored a team every 
year (they have sponsored our tourna-
ment as well) and all we need is 4 
players.  Need: name, golf handicap 
and shirt size.  

Contact :  Gerry Chalker if you are 
interested. 
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Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

Sound Park 

September 28th 10am 

You are cordially invited to the Ribbon Cut t ing Cerem ony of the City of Fort Walton 
Beach Sound Park, 108 Miracle St r ip Parkway SW on Friday, Septem ber 28, 2007 at 
10am .  Light refreshm ents will be served courtesy of Tom and Peggy Rice, proprietors of the      
Magnolia Grill. 

District 6940  
Rotary Foundation Seminar      

Do in g Good in t h e W or ld

  
Saturday, September 22, 2007  

At the McMillan Center  
at Bradford First Baptist Church 

6494 Thomasville Road, Tallahassee, FL   

Registration 9:30am Kick -Off 10:00am 
Conclusion 3:00pm  

Contact:  Lisa Stewart or Amanda Garrett 
lstewart@jparchitects.com  or 850 -244-9700 


