
The Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach is celebrat ing 100 years of Rotary through service 
at home and abroad. From our Centennial Park Project to our t r ip to Peru, Fort Walton 
Beach Rotar ians are making a difference by applying the Four Way Test to the Things We 
Think, Do and Say. 
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THE ROTARY READER 

Today s Guest Speaker:  Bob Gaskin 
Executive Director Emerald Coast Science Center 

Dist r ict Governor s Gold Medal of Honor Aw ard W inner  2006-07 
Presidential Citation Award Winner  13th Consecutive Year 

Post Office Box  892 
Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549 

Today s spe-
cial guest is 
Bob Gaskin, 
Executive Di-
rector of the 
Emerald Coast 
Science Cen-
ter.  Bob will 
talk today on 
the hobby of 
amateur as-
tronomy and 
what can be 
seen in our 

local skies by those who take up this 
particular pastime.   

Bob came to the Emerald Coast in 
1968 for OV-10 training at Hurlburt 
prior to Vietnam service.  He retired 
as a Colonel from the Air Force in 
1992 after 30 years of service.  His 
last duty was working for Secretary of 
Defense, Dick Cheney.  During his ca-
reer he flew aircraft such as F-4 Phan-
tom, F16 and U-2 "Spy Plane."   

After 10 years as a registered lobbyist 
in Washington DC, Bob retired to 
Miramar Beach, built a house on the 
Beach and played lots of golf at the 
Raven in Sandestin.      

In 2000, Bob took over the FOCUS 
which has since been renamed the 
Emerald Coast Science Center.  Over 

the years, Bob has made significant 
improvements to the museum itself as 
well as programs offered to local 
schools.  Today the science center 
hosts over 50,000 visitors a year and 
is one of the largest tourist destina-
tions in the area.   

Bob is a well known astronomer and 
astro-photographer.  He is a member 
of the American Astronomical Society, 
the Astronomical League and the As-
tronomy Society of the Pacific. Bob 
regularly teaches astronomy to adults 
and children at the Emerald Coast Sci-
ence Center.  The science center 

is one of the very few science centers 
in the United States that does so. He 
also provides evening "Star Gazes" to 
local schools and other organizations.     

http://www.fortwaltonrotary.org


NOVEMBER 14,2007 
Welcome Rotarians and Guests!  

We re glad to have you join us. 
Scooter Policy: Members, If you leave prior to the 
completion of the program, you will be fined $5.00 under 
the scooter policy.  Please leave your badge on Carole s 
table if you leave early! 

ATTENDANCE:  70.19% 
Visiting Rotarian  
None  

Guests of Rotarians 
Guest   Member 
Bear Henley  Mitzi Henley 
Gary Young  Tim Walker  

CHS Interact/Wheelettes 
None  

Makeups: 
Nitsi Bennett x 2 Charlie Davis x 3 
Tony Gilligan  Chad Hamilton 
Jeff Hooton x 2 Ted Rahe x 2 
Gerry Chalker  Charles West 

MEETING STATS  11/07/07 
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THE ROTARY READER 

ROTARY FOUR WAY TEST

 

1) Is it the truth? 

2) Is it fair to all concerned? 

3) Will it build goodwill and better friendships? 

4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

Happy N ovember Bir t hday! 

Pat Hollarn  07 Chris Johnson  08 
John Morgan  16 Jean Woo  18 
Jamey Mattern  20 Skip Royster  20 
Charlie Potts   23 Skip Rainer  23 
Jack Yeiser  25 

Upcoming   
Programs  

      
Nov   21  Thanksgiving Week  

NO MEETING  

Nov   28 Complex Operational Analysis  
Maj. Tom Meer  

Dec      5 To Be Determined  

Thanksgiving   

For each new morning 
with its light,  
For rest and shelter of 
the night,  
For health and food,  
For love and friends,  
For everything Thy 
goodness sends.   

-  Ralph Waldo Emerson  
(1803-1882)  




