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Today’s guest speaker is Melanie
Smith, she is the Marketing Director
for Gary Smith Ford and will speak to
us today about issues facing Afghan
women.

Melanie is a native of Fort Walton
Beach; and she is a 1998 graduate of
Choctawhatchee High School. Melanie
was awarded a Bachelor of Arts in
Geography from the University of
Colorado.

After college Melanie found herself
with little direction and decided to
take off to Europe for almost a year.
She traveled through out Western
Europe and worked for a time in Dub-
lin, Ireland in the hospitality industry.
When her money ran out, she hopped
a plane back across the pond and de-
cided to join the family business at
Gary Smith Ford & Gary Smith

Don't Forget to Brin

Honda.

Currently, Melanie is still employed in
the family business but spends her
spare time volunteering at Destin Ele-
mentary, working on issues for Af-
ghan women, and fundraising for the

Emerald Coast Foundation.

our Angel Tree Gifts!!!

You may bring your angel tree gifts to Rotary on December 12th

or drop them off with Kathy Pritchard at Beach Community Bank.
Please check your angel, some have earlier return dates!!!!
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Upcoming
@ Programs

Boys and Girls Club
We're glad to have you join us. Bear Henley

Scooter Policy: Members, If you leave prior to the
completion of the program, you will be fined $5.00 under
the scooter policy. Please leave your badge on Carole’s

table if you leave early!

DECEMBER 5, 2007
Welcome Rotarians and Guests!

No Meeting

No Meeting
e L MERRY CHRISTMAS

MEETING STATS — 11/28/07

ATTENDANCE: 73.53%
Visiting Rotarians

Salvation Army

Dennis Nobbe, Granite City, IL Bell RIin g N g

Jeff Hual, Gulf Breeze

Guests of Members )

Guest Rotarian Thanks to the following folks who

Jackie Goodman Andy Corbin rang the bell on December 1st:
Jeff Hooton Dan Nelson

CHS Interact/Wheelettes X
Debbie Kernen Roger Peadro

Eric Dziokonski Jennifer Vachon
Megan Tate Tim Murray Bob Fowner Gerry Chalker
—p—g/'akel;\ S o . Ringers Needed

teve Arrowsmith x im Curry
Charlie Davis Debbie Kernen Saturday. December 8th
Tom Lowrey x 2 Philippe Miceli i
Jan Pooley Ted Rahe 10-4pm—1 hour Shifts
Joyce Shanahan Rick Stevens

Santa Rosa Mall, Main Entrance

December Blrthdayl . . . . . .

David McCombs 04 Rick Stevens 12 ROTARY FOUR WAY TEST
Wayne Campbell 14 Stacey McGilvray 14 _

Pete Smith 14 Jody Henderson 15 ) S I diy

Chuck Landers 15 Tim McDonald 15 2 B Ui el Gune ey

Cullen Hightower 17 John Linn, Jr. 17 3) Will it build goodwill and better friendships?
Johnny Johnson 18 4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned?
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Rotary and Gates Foundation Donate $200 Million to Eradicate Polio

Rotary International

LONDON — The global campaign to wipe out polio is
getting a $200 million donation from Rotary International
and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, at a time when
some worry the effort will fail in the final stages.

Monday's announcement by both organizations came after
nearly two decades of work against polio, an infectious
disease that can paralyze and sometimes Kill.

"This investment is precisely the catalyst we need as we
intensify the push to finish polio,” Dr. Margaret Chan, di-
rector-general of the World Health Organization, said in a
statement.

Though polio incidence has been slashed by more than 99
percent worldwide since the eradication effort began in
1988, the virus remains entrenched in Afghanistan, India,
Nigeria and Pakistan.

Two deadlines to eliminate polio have been missed: 2000
and 2005. More than $5 billion has been poured into the
effort, and some experts worry that unless the job is fin-
ished soon, the world community's money and patience
may run out.

"They're on a heroic task, but money is not the only prob-
lem," said Dr. Donald A. Henderson, who headed WHO's
smallpox successful eradication campaign. "We've got to
soldier on. We need more money. Look at all we've ac-
complished. But how do we get to the endpoint?"

Henderson and other experts worry that major obstacles to
vaccinating children will be harder to overcome than filling
a funding gap.

In countries like Pakistan, Afghanistan, Somalia and
Congo, where there are armed conflicts and weak health
services, it has been extremely difficult to reach the high
vaccination levels needed to wipe out polio. And in India,
the vaccine is less effective, due to poor sanitation and the
fact that children are often infected with intestinal viruses.

Experts are also concerned about the use of the oral vac-
cine, which contains live polio virus. In rare instances, the
virus can mutate into a dangerous form capable of causing
the disease.

The donation from Rotary International and the Gates
Foundation, to be paid over three years, will largely go to
immunization campaigns, surveillance and public educa-
tion.

"This amount of money can make quite a big difference,"
said Nicholas Grassly, of Imperial College, London, who
advises WHO on polio issues. "We can build on the gains
that have been made this year."

WHO reports significant progress against polio in India
and Nigeria, where 85 percent of the world's polio cases
occur. Last year at this time, Nigeria had 958 polio cases.
This year, only 226 were reported.

Still, the $200 million falls short of the $650 million that
WHO says will be needed by 2009. Eradicating polio will
ultimately cost $1 billion more, said Dr. David Heymann,
WHO's top polio official. B

Rotary Christmas Party

Monday, December 17th
Ramada Plaza Beach Resort
Okaloosa Island
6pm to 9pm

Heavy Hors D'oeuvres/Cash Bar/Live Music

Please come and celebrate the season with your follow Rotarians.
Charge for Spouses is $28, no fee for Rotarians. Please contact Stacey

McGilvray to RSVP (833

Page 3

-8136) or stacey.mcgilvray@regions.com.




