
The Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach is celebrat ing 100 years of Rotary through service 
at home and abroad. From our Centennial Park Project to our t r ip to Peru, Fort Walton 
Beach Rotar ians are making a difference by applying the Four Way Test to the Things We 
Think, Do and Say. 
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THE ROTARY READER 

Today s Guest Speaker:  John J. Lennon, III 
Chaplain, Okaloosa County Jail  

Dist r ict Governor s Gold Medal of Honor Aw ard W inner  2006-07 
Presidential Citation Award Winner  13th Consecutive Year 

Post Office Box  892 
Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549 

Today s guest speaker is John Len-
non, of the Jail and Prison Ministry , serv-
ing as Chaplain of the Okaloosa County 
Jail.  

John met his wife Susan at Southeast-
ern Bible College in Birmingham AL.  
She had just returned from an ex-
tended stay with her parents who 
were serving as missionaries in Libe-
ria Africa.  John graduated from Bible 
College with a major in pastoral the-
ology and a minor in missions.  They 
both wanted to serve the Lord as 
missionaries and imagined them-
selves in some remote third world 
country, but the Lord sent him to Jail 
instead!    

Accepting a position at the Brevard 
County Jail, John joined Good News 
Jail & Prison Ministry in 1987 where 
he served for 9 years.  In 1996 John 
was transferred with the Mission to 
fill a vacancy at the Kings County Jail 
in Hanford, California.  John served 
three years in Hanford and then re-
turned to Florida to assume the chap-
laincy position with Good News at the 
Okaloosa County Jail when Chaplain 
Jack Jones had to retire for medical 
reasons in 2003.  

The Lord has blessed John and Susan  
with seven children.  Sarah, their old-
est, is teaching full time at Rocky 
Bayou Christian School.   Lizette has 
married a godly young man from 
Niceville 

 

Jason Crosson.  Jason is 

an officer in the US Air Force and is 
presently in his senior year of medical 
school at University of Florida.  
Lizette is serving the Lord as church 
secretary at Christ Community 
Church in Gainesville.  Their  oldest 
son Joseph graduated from Rocky 
Bayou Christian School and is a 
sophomore at the University of West 
Florida on a Bright Futures scholar-
ship.  Luke, a senior, and Susannah, 
a freshman, are both at Rocky Bayou 
Christian School.  John s  hard work-
ing wife Susan, who has home 
schooled all of our children, is now 
home schooling their youngest two 
Lila and Juliet.  

The thing John likes most about being 
a jail chaplain is the atmosphere of 
the jail.  Because of the crisis in their 
lives, inmates are all ears.   The jail 
puts men and women into the fabric 
of the legal/judicial system.  There 
could not be a more appropriate set-
ting in which to discuss the issues of 
Christianity, Guilt, Justice and Mercy.           

http://www.fortwaltonrotary.org


JANUARY 23, 2008 
Welcome Rotarians and Guests!  

We re glad to have you join us. 
Scooter Policy: Members, If you leave prior to the 
completion of the program, you will be fined $5.00 under 
the scooter policy.  Please leave your badge on Carole s 
table if you leave early! 

ATTENDANCE:  72.45% 

Visiting Rotarians : 
Doug Hill, Dartmouth, Canada 
Kelley McKenzie, Springfield, MO 
Larry Leese, Oakwood, OH   

Guests of Members 
Guest

    

Rotarian

 

Bryant Perkins  Pete Smith   
Rick Chapman  Pete Smith  
Mary Tinsley   Herb Tinsley  

CHS Interact/Wheelettes 
None   

Makeups 
Mickey Englett    Haydon Grubbs x 2 
Mitzi Henley   Melissa Neal x 2 
Al Stearns   Alexis Tibbetts 

MEETING STATS  1/16/08 
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THE ROTARY READER 

ROTARY FOUR WAY TEST

 

1) Is it the truth? 

2) Is it fair to all concerned? 

3) Will it build goodwill and better friendships? 

4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

Happy J anuar y Bi r t hday! 

 

Sallie Hardy          January  8  
Ken Williamson      January 11  
Andy Corbin          January 23  
Chris Hughes        January 23  
Scotty Foster        January 25  
Ralph Martin         January 27 

New Membership 
Proposal

   

PAM HILL is the Community Repre-
sentative for the Northwest Florida 
Blood Center.  Pam is very active in 
community and volunteer projects.  
She is being proposed by Debbie 
Bodenstine.  

Mark Your Calendar 
Fo r Nex t W eek s 
Speaker...   

Jan 30th

 

Pat Rice , 
Editor of the Northwest Florida 
Daily News 


