
The Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach is celebrat ing 100 years of Rotary through service 
at home and abroad. From our Centennial Park Project to our t r ip to Peru, Fort Walton 
Beach Rotar ians are making a difference by applying the Four Way Test to the Things We 
Think, Do and Say. 

2008-09 
Board of Directors  

President:  
Rick Stevens 

Vice President:   
Kathy Pritchard 
Secretary:  
Andy Corbin 

Treasurer:  
Al Stearns 

Past President:  
Gerry Chalker  

Committee Chairs:

 

Membership: 

 

Tom Conner 

Service Projects:  
John Linn 

Rotary Foundation:  
Jan Pooley 

Public Relations:  
Joyce Shanahan 

Club Administration:  
Wayne Campbell 

Sergeant at Arms: 
Jim Curry  and  
Sandy Sims 

Speakers:  
Debbie Bodenstine and  
Michele Nicholson 

Scholarship, Inc.:  
      Jeff Hooton 

 
Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach   

July 30, 2008 http:/ / www.fortwaltonrotary.org 

THE ROTARY READER 

Today s Program: Rotary Youth Exchange

 

Theresa Kesseler and Abby  Chapman   

Distr ict Governor s Gold Medal of Honor Aw ard W inner  2006-07 
Presidential Citation Award Winner  14th Consecutive Year 

Post Office Box  892 
Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549 

Today s Guest Speakers are Theresa 
Kessler and Abby Chapman, Rotary 
Youth Exchange participants to and 
from Germany.    

Youth Exchange is one of the most 
popular programs to promote interna-
tional understanding and develop life-
long friendships. It began in 1927 
with the Rotary Club of Nice, France. 
Exchanges in Europe continued until 
World War II and resumed after the 
war in 1946. In 1939, an extensive 
Youth Exchange was created between 
California and Latin America. Since 
then, the program has expanded 
around the world. In recent years, 
more than 7,000 young people have 
participated annually in Rotary club- 
and district-sponsored exchange pro-
grams.   

The values of Youth Exchange are ex-
perienced not only by the high-school-
age students involved but also by the 
host families, sponsoring clubs, re-
ceiving high schools, and the entire 
community. Youth Exchange partici-
pants usually provide their fellow stu-
dents in their host schools with excel-
lent opportunities to learn about cus-
toms, languages, traditions, and fam-
ily life in another country.   

Youth Exchange offers young people 
interesting opportunities and rich ex-
periences to see another part of the 
world. Students usually spend a full 
academic year abroad, although some 

clubs and districts sponsor short-term 
exchanges of several weeks or 
months.   

Youth Exchange is a highly recom-
mended program for all Rotary clubs 
as a practical activity for the enhance-
ment of international understanding 
and goodwill.  

Theresa Kesseler was born on Octo-
ber 24, 1990, to 
Marlies and Bruno 
Kesseler. She is an 
only child and lives 
i n G e v e n i c h , 
Rhe i n l and -P f a l z , 
Germany. Theresa is 
a twelfth grader at 
Martin-Von-Cochem-
Gymnasium. She will 
be presenting her 
trip with Rotary Youth Short-term ex-
change to Florida.  

Abby Chapm an was born on Decem-
ber 20, 1990, to 
Robert and Suzanne 
Chapman. She has 
three younger broth-
ers and lives in Ft. 
Walton Beach, FL. 
Abby is a senior at 
Rocky Bayou Chris-
tian School. She will 
be presenting her 
trip with Rotary Youth Short-term ex-
change to Germany.  

http://www.fortwaltonrotary.org


JULY 30, 2008 
Welcome Rotarians and Guests!  

We re glad to have you join us. 
Scooter Policy: Members, If you leave prior to the 
completion of the program, you will be fined $5.00 under 
the scooter policy.  Please leave your badge on Carole s 
table if you leave early! 

Attendance: 61.46%    

Visiting Rotarians 
John Watton, Gulf Breeze, FL 
Nancy Stanton, South Lake County, FL   

Guests of Members 
Guest

    

Rotarian

 

William Corley  Philippe Miceli   

Wheelette/Interact 
None  

Makeup 
Tony Gilligan    Jeff Hooton x 2 
Melissa Neal x 3  Natalie Simpson 

MEETING STATS  07/23/08 
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THE ROTARY READER 

ROTARY FOUR WAY TEST

 

1) Is it the truth? 

2) Is it fair to all concerned? 

3) Will it build goodwill and better friendships? 

4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

Happy J ULY Bir t hday! 

 

Desley Parker  03 Philippe Miceli  11 
Melissa Neal  14 Forrest Townsend 15 
Jim Davis  22 Nitsi Bennett  23 
John Mead  26 Bill Howard  28 

Upcoming   
Programs    

Aug  20 Okaloosa County Sheriff   
Charlie Morris  

Sep    3 Okaloosa County Emergency 
Mngr.  Randy McDaniel  

Sep  24 Dr. Karen Chapman  
Okaloosa Co. Health Dept. 

A  Message from 
the President  

Can You Help Your Club?

  

My Fellow Rotarians:  

Our Club has a very old laptop we try to 
use for presentations by our guest 
speakers.  Joe Meyer has looked at this 
machine for us and has determined it is 
too obsolete to justify further attempts 
at repair or upgrade.  Do you have a 
last year s model laptop that is no 

longer being used?  Would you please 
consider donating it to our Club?  Please 
contact me or Carole if you are willing 
to help out.  

Thanks! 
Pres. Rick Stevens 
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Last  W eek s Meet in g :   
Ted Corcoran           

At last week s meet ing Ted Corcoran of the Greater 

FWB Chamber of Commerce conducted a brief sur-

vey of Rotarians about what people think of when 

they think of FWB.  It was at once, entertaining and 

challenging.  The Greater FWB is beginning work on 

a community branding initiative.   

ABCs o f Ro t ar y .Sp on sor in g a New Mem b er 
By Cliff Dochterman, Former RI Pres. 

The bylaws of Rotary clear ly out line the procedure 
for proposing someone for Rotary club membership. 
The proposer or sponsor is the key person in the 
growth and advancement of Rotary. Without a 
sponsor, an individual will never have the opportu-
nity to become a Rotarian. I ndividuals must be 
asked to join Rotary; thus, it is every member s re-
sponsibilit y to ident ify and invite prospect ive mem-
bers.   

The task of the sponsor should not end merely by 
subm it t ing a name to the club secretary or mem-
bership commit tee. Rotary has not established for-
mal responsibilit ies for sponsors; however, these 
procedures are recommended in many clubs.   

The sponsor should 

I nvite a prospect ive member to several m eet -
ings prior to proposing the individual for  member-
ship. 

Accompany the prospect ive new member to one 
or more orientation/informational meetings. 

I nt roduce the new member to other club mem-
bers each week for the first month. 

Encourage the new member to become involved 
in any club service projects underway. 

I nvite the new member to at tend meet ings of 
the I nteract or Rotaract clubs sponsored by the 
club. 

Provide opportunit ies for the new member to 
get involved in internat ional program efforts, such 
as Group Study Exchange or Youth Exchange. 

I nvite the new member to accompany the spon-
sor to neighboring clubs for the first make -up meet-
ing to learn the process and observe the spir it of 
friendship. 

Ask the new member and spouse to accompany 
the sponsor to the club s social act ivit ies, dinners, 
or other special occasions 

Urge the new member and spouse to at tend the 
district conference with the sponsor. 

Serve as a special fr iend to assure that the new 
member becomes an active Rotarian. 

New Member 

 

Proposal

 

First Publication  

Name:  Carl Kleist 

Business:  Cox Communications 

Position:  Account Executive 

Classification : Communications 

Sponsor :  Joe Brewster 

Activities: Carl was formerly a mem-

ber of the Downtown Dayton, OH Club.    


