
  
The Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach is celebrat ing 100 years of Rotary through service 
at home and abroad. From our Centennial Park Project to our t r ip to Peru, Fort Walton 
Beach Rotar ians are making a difference by applying the Four Way Test to the Things We 
Think, Do and Say. 
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THE ROTARY READER 

Today s Program: Michael Appe 
YMCA Executive Director - Fort Walton Beach    

Distr ict Governor s Gold Medal of Honor Aw ard W inner  2006-07 
Presidential Citation Award Winner  14th Consecutive Year 

Post Office Box  892 
Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549 

Today s guest 
speaker is Mi-
chael Appe  the 
Executive Di-
rector of the 
Fort Walton 
Family YMCA.  
He also serves 

on the corporate staff of the YMCA of 
Florida s Emerald Coast as Vice Presi-
dent of Risk Management.  Michael 
has a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business from Northwood Institute, 
Certification in Public Management 
from Louisiana State University and 
Masters in Strategic Studies from the 
U.S. Army War College.  

Michael worked full time for the Lou-
isiana National Guard for over 30 
years advancing to the rank of Colo-
nel.  His military education included 
Officers Candidate School, U.S. Army 
Engineer School, U.S. Army Finance 
School, Command and General Staff 
College, and the U. S. Army War Col-
lege.  During his 33 year career Mi-
chael served in various staff and com-
mand positions of the State Military 
Department and Louisiana National 
Guard.  He served for ten years as the 

Director of the State Military Depart-
ment that represented the state 
agency part of the Louisiana National 
Guard.  Prior to his retirement in 
2005, Michael served as Undersecre-
tary for the Louisiana Department of 
Veterans Affairs.    

In 2000 Michael formed his own busi-
ness specializing in occupational well-
ness, fitness and safety.  He was re-
sponsible for developing five wellness 
centers in Louisiana for active and re-
tired military personnel and their 
families.  After Hurricane Katrina de-
stroyed his home and business in Au-
gust of 2005, Michael relocated to 
Fort Walton Beach.  He serves as 
Board Chairman of the Tropical Isle 
Condo Association and Board Member 
of the Sea Oats Condo Association.  
He also is a member of the Associa-
tion of YMCA Professionals, Kiwanis of 
Fort Walton Beach, and Greater Fort 
Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce.  

Michael resides in Fort Walton Beach 
with his wife Christine.  They have 
five children and five grandchildren. 
His hobbies include fitness and golf. 
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SEPTEMBER 17, 2008 

Welcome Rotarians and Guests!  

We re glad to have you join us. 
Scooter Policy: Members, If you leave prior to the 
completion of the program, you will be fined $5.00 under 
the scooter policy.  Please leave your badge on Carole s 
table if you leave early! 

Attendance:  70.83%  

Visiting Rotarians 
Jerom Rajendram, Colombo West, Sri Lanka  

Rotarians with Guests 
None  

Interact/Wheelettes 
Brooke Ray     Danielle Fowler 
Mykal Bailey   Riley Giadrosich  

Special Guests: 
District Governor Ron Richards and his wife Innes 
David Rausch    Amanda Stone  

Makeup 
Andy Corbin   Jim Curry 
Charlie Davis   Jeff Hooton 
David McCombs  Melissa Neal 
Fred Pryor x 2   Ted Rahe 

MEETING STATS  09/10/08 
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THE ROTARY READER 

ROTARY FOUR WAY TEST

 

1) Is it the truth? 

2) Is it fair to all concerned? 

3) Will it build goodwill and better friendships? 

4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

Happy Sept ember Bir t hday! 

Randy Stokes 02 Frank Brutt  02 
Larry Hipsh  09 Ralph Fallin  13 
Sandy Sims  20 Tom Abernethy 25 
Joe Raines  27 Rob Bohnsack 30 
Charles West 29 

Upcoming   
Programs        

Sep    24 Dr. Karen Chapman  
Okaloosa County Health 
Dept.  

Nov    26 Thanksgiving Social 

 

no 
guest speaker  

Dec    24 Christmas 

 

NO MEETING  

Dec    31 New Year s 

 

NO MEETING   

Ambassadorial Scholar

  

President  Rick pre-
sents a Club Banner 
to Amanda Stone who 
is traveling to Oxford, 
England this year to 
study as District 
6940s Ambassadorial 
Scholar.     

One of the unique 
features of the Rotary 
Foundation educa-

tional awards is for the scholars to contribute to international un-
derstanding and goodwill and not necessarily to earn academic 
degrees, diplomas or certificates. The intent has been for Rotary 
scholars to promote friendly relations among people in different 
countries. Scholarship recipients, are expected to serve as 
"ambassadors of goodwill" in their host country and educational 
institution.    

GOOD LUCK AMANDA!!!!
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Last  W eek s Meet in g :   
District Governor   

Ron Richards           

At last week s m eet ing Dist r ict Governor 
Ron Richard shared with the Club his vi-
sion for FY 2008 -09.  Pictured above L to 
R:  DG Ron Richards and his wife I nnes 
Club President Rick Stevens and Assis-
tant Governor Area 3 David Rauch .  

ABCs o f Ro t ar y Ex ch an g e o f Clu b Ban n er s 
By Cliff Dochterman, Former RI Pres. 

One of the colorful t radit ions of m any Rotary clubs is 

the exchange of sm all banners, flags or pennants. Ro-

tar ians t raveling to distant locat ions often take banners 

to exchange at "m ake up" m eet ings as a token of 

fr iendship. Many clubs use the decorat ive banners they 

have received for at t ract ive displays at club m eet ings 

and dist r ict events. The Rotary I nternat ional board rec-

ognized the growing popularity of the banner exchange 

back in 1959 and suggested that those clubs which par-

t icipate in such exchanges give careful thought to the 

design of their banners in order that they be dist inct ive 

and expressive of the com m unity and count ry of which 

the club is a part . I t is recom m ended that banners in-

clude pictures, slogans or designs which port ray the 

terr itor ial area of the club. The board was also m indful 

of the financial burden such exchanges m ay im pose 

upon som e clubs, especially in popular areas where 

m any visitors m ake up and request to exchange. I n all 

instances, clubs are cautioned to exercise discretion and 

moderation in the exchange of banners in order that the 

financial obligat ions do not interfere with the basic ser-

vice act ivit ies of the club. Exchanging club banners is a 

very pleasant custom , especially when a creat ive and 

art ist ic banner tells an interest ing story of com munity 

pr ide. The exchange of banners is a significant t radit ion 

of Rotary and serves as a tangible sym bol of our inter-

national fellowship.  

Pictured at left , Presi-

dent Rick exchanges 

club banners with Jerom 

Rajendram of the Co-

lom bo West Rotary Club 

of Sri Lanka. 

FUTURE ROTARIANS?   
We Hope So!        

At last week s m eet ing Choctaw HS Wheelet tes 

and I nteract students pose for a picture in 

front of the Rotary Banner.  Pictured from L to 

R: Danielle Fowler, Riley Giardrosich, Mykal 

Bailey and Brooke Ray. 


