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Today’s Guest Speaker: 
Lieutenant General Gordon E. Fornell, USAF (Ret)   

 
2008-09 
Board of Directors 
 

President:  
Rick Stevens 
Vice President:   
Andy Corbin 
Secretary:  
Kathy Pritchard 

Treasurer:  
Al Stearns 

Past President:  
Gerry Chalker 
 

Committee Chairs: 

Membership:  
Tom Conner 

Service Projects:  
John Linn 

Rotary Foundation:  
Jan Pooley 

Public Relations:  
Vacant 

Club Administration:  
Wayne Campbell 

Sergeant at Arms: 
Jim Curry  
Larry Hipsh 

Speakers:  
Debbie Bodenstine and  
Michele Nicholson 

Scholarship, Inc.:  
      Jeff Hooton 
 

January 28, 2009 
Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach 

 

The Rotary Reader 

District Governor’s Gold Medal of Honor 
Award Winner — 2006-07 

Presidential Citation Award Winner — 14th 
Consecutive Year 

 
He served in senior acquisition leadership positions in AF Systems Command and AF Materiel 
Command.  Those positions included two commands; one as Commander, Armament Division 
at Eglin AFB, FL, from 1985-1987; and second as Commander, Electronic Systems Center at 
Hanscom AFB, MA from 1988-1993.  These organizations developed and acquired all non-
nuclear munitions and communications, command and control, and intelligence systems for the 
AF. 
 
From 1987-1988, General Fornell was the Senior Military Assistant to the Secretary of Defense.  
He served both Secretary Casper W. Weinberger and Secretary Frank C. Carlucci in this 
capacity.  He advised the Secretary on a wide range of national security issues and coordinated 
the office activities of a large staff.  Relationships with nations around the world were established 
covering the full spectrum of national priorities. 
 
The General served at HQ USAF from 1981-1982 as Deputy Director of Development & 
Acquisition.  This directorate had responsibilities for the AF aircraft, engine avionics, C3I, and 
electronic combat programs.  In 1982, he became Special Assistant for ICBM Modernization, 
which primarily was the focal point for Peacekeeper and Small ICBM development and 
acquisition. 
 
General Fornell was the KC-10 Program Director at Wright-Patterson AFB from 1980-1981.  He 
had total system responsibilities for the life cycle of the aircraft.  A unique training system 
concept was developed and full contractor logistics support provided a highly reliable and 
responsible force multiplier to the AF. 
 
From 1965 to 1980, General Fornell’s assignments were primarily in research, development, and 
acquisition.  He was a graduate of the AF Test Pilot School and served as a test pilot at both 
Wright-Patterson AFB and Edwards AFB.  During this period, he served in two operational 
Assignments.  He was an A-1 pilot at Nakhon Phanom AFB and Vice Commander of the C-5 
Wing at Dover AFB, DE. 
 
General Fornell has had a wide range of operational and test experience.  He has flown over 50 
types of aircraft, logged over 7,000 hours flying time, wore parachute wings, and was certified as 
a Level III acquisition program manager. 

 
General Fornell retired from active duty in the USAF in 1993.  He has 
been a private consultant since retiring.  He is also a member of the 
Defense Support Initiative of the Okaloosa County Economic 
Development Council, President of the Air Force Armament Museum 
Foundation, and member of the Mid Bay Bridge Authority. 
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Attendance: 59.60% 
 

Visiting Rotarians 
Charles Rogers, Carmel, IN 
Greg Threadgill, Suburban West, Pensacola 
Larry Leese, Oakwood, OH 
Nick Kestner, Carmel, IN 
Sam McCartney, Ontario, Canada 
 
Rotarians with guests: 
Bob Mearns / Ted Litschauer 
Frank Walker / Pete Smith 
Gretchen VanValkenburg / Susan Shaw 
Joe Rollins / Gerry Chalker 
Opey Russ / Kathy Pritchard 
 
Interact/Wheelettes 
Dani Fowler, CHS 
Keley Bechtel, CHS 
 
Makeups 
Jim Davis x 2  Joyce Shanah 
Jeff Hooton  Roger Peadro 
 

Upcoming   
Programs 

 
 
 

Feb 4 Barbershop Quartet 
 
Feb 11 NWF State College 
 
Feb 18 Roller Derby 

 
 

ROTARY FOUR WAY TEST 
Is it the truth? 
Is it fair to all concerned? 
Will it build goodwill and better 

friendships? 
Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

Proposed for Membership: 
 

Kevin Cagle, proposed by Max Tidmore 
 

Frank Walker, proposed by Pete Smith 
 

First Publication 

 
Welcome Rotarians and Guests! 

 

We’re glad to have you join us. 
Scooter Policy: Members, if you leave prior to the 
completion of the program, you will be fined $5.00 
under the scooter policy.  Please leave your badge 
on Carole’s table if you leave early! 

MEETING STATS — 01/21/09 

Notice Board 
 

• Volunteer needed to produce the Rotary 
Reader – get involved! 

 
• Credit Card payment information is included 

with your statement - please utilize this 
convenience 

January 28, 2009 
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Rotary Announces new class of World Peace Fellows: 

Sixty students to work for peace in the new year  
Evanston, Ill., USA -- Amid daily headlines of war, suicide bombings, ethnic and religious violence and social 
unrest, signs of peace are especially welcome -- and not just during the holiday season.    

The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International – a humanitarian service organization dedicated to world peace 
and understanding - has named a new class of World Peace Fellows to study peacemaking and conflict resolution 
at the six Rotary Centers for International Studies located at leading universities in England, Japan, Australia, 
Argentina, and the United States.  

Launched in 2002, this innovative approach to world peace is a master’s level program aimed at equipping the 
next generation of global and community leaders with skills needed to reduce the threat of war and violence. The 
Rotary World Peace Fellows are selected every year in a globally competitive process that begins when they apply 
through their local Rotary clubs. Applicants must demonstrate a commitment to peace and international 
understanding through their personal, academic and professional achievements.  

“You have to only pick up a newspaper to realize how vitally important it is that our world leaders be skilled in 
the arts of conflict resolution and peaceful negotiation. Everything we do through our Rotary clubs is intended 
ultimately to promote world peace,” says Rotary Foundation Chair Jonathan Majiyagbe.  

Like the members of the classes preceding them, the 60 students in the 2009-11 class are a diverse group, 
representing 34 countries and an array of professional and cultural backgrounds. Their interests and areas of 
expertise include public health, education, international law, economic development, journalism, and social 
justice. They include:  

Nisreen Abdallah, West Bank, Palestine, age 26, is program director for youth leadership development for 
OneVoice Movement, which promotes a two-state solution for the Israeli and Palestinian conflict and trains 
Palestinian youth in conflict resolution.  Abdallah will attend the Rotary Center at the University of Bradford, 
England. 

Abu Sifian Taj Elassfia, Nyala, Sudan, age 28, has worked with International Non-Government Organizations 
in Darfur to help generate income for people living in camps for internally displaced people (IDP). As founder of 
Youth Without Borders, he assists youth by making a link between war refugees and host communities in 
southern Sudan.    He will attend the Rotary Center at Duke University, USA. 

Rosa Maria Martinez Bolivar, Bogota, Colombia, age 22, works in the Human Rights Observatory of the Vice 
Presidency of Colombia where she monitors human rights violations and Colombian armed conflict.  She will 
attend the Rotary Center at the University of California, Berkeley, USA. 

Humari Shafi Awan, Abbottabad, Pakistan, age 34 , established the Al-Ansar Society which helps poor 
families improve their income and send their children to school. The society also raises funds to establish a 
schooling system for underprivileged children and has organized short term training courses for untrained 
teachers.  She will attend the Rotary Center at the University of Queensland, Australia. 

Glenn Ian Raynor, Victoria, Canada, age 40, is the executive director for the Pacific People’s Partnership in  
British Columbia, where he has worked on sustainable development initiatives in the developing states of 
Polynesia, Melanesia and Micornesia.  He will attend the Rotary Center at International Christian University, 
Tokyo. 
Sara Sarno, Naples, Italy, 28, works as a volunteer coordinator for Unnayan Uddog, which combats 
commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking of children in Bangladesh. As a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar in 
Quito, Ecuador she promoted the Yachana Project which helps with development and education in the Amazon.  
She also worked at UNICEF’s Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean on child protection issues. She 
will attend the Rotary Center at the Universidad del Salvador, Buenos Aries, Argentina. 
In addition to the two-year program, the Rotary Center at the Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok, Thailand 
offers an intensive, three-month course aimed at mid-level professionals in governments, NGOs, and 
international industry.  

Rotary Foundation Chair Jonathan Majiyagbe notes that 365 Rotary Center alumni already are making a 
difference in key decision-making positions in governments and organizations around the world.   “It is this 
growing network of peacemakers worldwide that makes us believe that peace is possible,” says Majiyagbe.  
 
Rotary is the world's largest privately-funded source of international scholarships and has more than 30,000 
Rotary clubs in over 200 countries and geographic regions. For more information about the Rotary Centers for 
International Studies, please visit www.rotary.org 


